KEN JOHNSON was educated in Vancouver and received a Bachelor of Commerce degree from the University of British Columbia.  He later qualified as a Certified General Accountant and gained experience in the private sector in accounting and property management.

He qualified as a pilot in the Royal Canadian Air Force and gained advanced flying experience as a civilian pilot and in the Air Force reserve.  This included arctic surveillance, transport, search & rescue and fighter duties.  Later he joined the Department of Transport as a civil aviation inspector and was involved in the flight calibration of navigational aids, together with the development and licensing of airports.  Next he became the planning manager for the Department’s Central Region in Winnipeg.

Following an assignment as a policy advisor with the Arctic Transportation Agency, he became Regional Manager, Airports, Pacific Region, responsible for the operation and development of twenty-five airports, including Vancouver International.  He next worked as Pacific Regional Administrator responsible for all aspects of civil aviation in the region with a staff of two thousand.  Next he became Director of Airport Policy, Planning/Programming at headquarters in Ottawa.

His following assignment was as Director of the Department’s Aviation Safety Bureau.  He was prominent in the planning and development of an independent aviation safety board.  In 1984 he was appointed Executive Director of the new, independent Canadian Aviation Safety Board.  He led that organization as its senior public servant and contributed to the conceptual planning for a multi-modal safety board to encompass the air, marine, rail and pipeline modes of transport.  In 1990 he was appointed Executive Director of the newly established Transportation Safety Board of Canada.  He was the chief operating officer in that organization as it developed its national and international capabilities in safety investigation until his retirement from the public service in 2001

He has an airline transport pilot’s license and is a member of the Chartered Institute of Transport.  He is past Chairman of the 450 bed Perley and Rideau Veteran’s Health Centre in Ottawa. In addition he is a member of the Council for Aerospace Safety and Security at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, a member of the Board of Advisors at the Southern California Safety Institute, President of Canada’s National Air Museum Society, a director and Vice-president Finance of the Canada Veterans Hall of Valour, a director and Chair of the Finance & Risk Management Committee of Carefor Health Services and a director of Convergent Systems Cda. Inc.
Specific Experience
Airports
· Site selections - Property management - Managing construction projects

· Airport master planning - Budget preparation and management - Airport maintenance
· Selection of managerial staff - Obstacle clearance zoning -Community relations
· Land use on & near airports

Safety
· Accident & incident investigation - Safety policy - Safety seminars
· Organizational reviews - Drafting policy for safety investigation legislation - Technical assistance

Civil aviation
· Flight calibration and operational certification of navigation aids - Site selection for navigation aids (electronic & visual)
· Transport and search & rescue - Operational requirements - Design of instrument approaches

Management
· Establish organizational mission & mandate - Organization design & development
· Financial audits and bankruptcy administration

· Executive recruitment & selection - Relations with corporations, governments, unions & the public
· Crisis planning & management - Standard setting (operational & ethical) - Financial planning & management
· Negotiating agreements - International business relationships - Reorganization & re-engineering

Some Recent Projects

· Safety Policy Advice to NZ Transport Accident Investigation Commission
· Member of the US Blue ribbon Panel on Aerial Fire Fighting Safety
· Led team in safety Analysis of the UPS MD-11 fleet
· Review of Metroliner accident in Kenya
· Led team assisting the CAA of Taiwan with a Singapore Airlines takeoff accident in Taipei
· Led team assisting the CAA of Taiwan with a Boeing 747 aerial break-up accident over the Taiwan Straits
· Review of Airborne Express DC-9 incident
· Expert witness for ALPA in defending Cockpit Voice Recorder privilege
· Led team in review of civil transport aircraft accident in Afghanistan
· Led team assisting with the review of the Helios B737 accident in Greece.
· Teaching Advanced Aircraft Accident Investigation at SCSI
· Expert in the Price Waterhouse Coopers review of New Zealand’s Transport Accident Investigation Commission
· Participated in review of Air France A-340 accident in Toronto
· Led team in Safety Review of oil company’s B-737 fleet
· Review of safety of flight operations at Santa Monica Airport
